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In consistory’s during 3 sessions, 178 cardinals ponder the contemporary world. June 27-28, 
CWN 

                                                                                                                                             

 Editor's Note: 178 of the 241 members of the College of Cardinals took part in the first session 
of the two-day extraordinary consistory (program), during which they pondered the question, 
“In what kind of world are we called to proclaim the Gospel?” Increasing polarization within 
societies and communities, generating political tensions and violence and fueled by social 
divisions. Misinformation and forms of communication that fail to foster encounter”, The 
suffering caused in many parts of the world by the lack of respect for religious and ethnic 
minorities, undermining religious freedom and giving rise to hostility, and at times violence, 
particularly against the Church”.“ Excessive individualism, the crisis of the family, and the 
growing loneliness experienced by both elderly people and young people, identifying these as 
contributing factors to even more serious problems, including rising suicide rates and drug 
use”. The awareness of a widespread sense of distrust, fatalism and powerlessness towards 
institutions, democracy and the future, linked also to declining birth rates, the growth of 
criminal organizations, youth delinquency and drug trafficking”. “Many participants stressed 
the need to move beyond the logic of just war, since the Gospel cannot be imposed by force, 
and instead to speak of the right to proportionate self-defense,” according to the summary. 
The challenges of the present time, highlighting the dehumanizing force of the culture of 
power, its universal reach, the temptation to conform to the logic of the powerful, and the 
normalization of war and polarization”. The responsibility to build peace and a civilization of 
love”. The importance of offering a credible witness—beginning within the Church itself—
through a language centered on people: one of listening, forgiveness, reconciliation, 
restorative justice, and concrete gestures”. Unity within the Church is essential to its credibility, 
as is dialogue with other faiths and religions, particularly Islam. The role of political authority, 
calling for it to be freed from what was described as its toxic link with economic power”. 
According to the summary, the cardinals also discussed the following topics, among others: 
“The deep fractures of our time: among peoples and nations, within societies, and within 
families themselves; and on how these generate wounds, especially among the poorest, the 
weakest, young people who lack a sense of newness, and adults lacking the wisdom of years”. 
“The danger posed by a lack of meaning, meaningful relationships, and identity, which pushes 
people toward a tribal attitude”. “The call to give names to living beings, and not to reduce 
them to numbers and statistics; to experience and accept the human sense of limits, which AI 
tends to deny; and to defend the dignity of work”. The common good, with its “its origin in 
faith: faith in God and in the transcendent dimension present in every person, which leads 
human beings to go beyond every frontier, beginning with the one that takes them beyond 
themselves; to live solidarity with the poor as a response to individualism; to live catholicity 
fully; to build gratuitous relationships, not institutions, at every level; and to seek a language 
capable of engaging with settings distant from the Christian faith”.  
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